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From the Bench closed a funding round of 

one million euros with the participation of 

“la Caixa” and Bonsai Venture Capital 

 
 

 

 From the Bench, located in Alicante, develops social video games based 

on sports for mobile platforms. 

 

 The operation is aimed at positioning the company as a world leader in 

the development of sports mobile games. 

 

 From the Bench has created games to become virtual coach of the teams 

of La Liga and the NBA.  

 
 

Alicante, November 25, 2013 –”la Caixa”, through his venture capital arm, Caixa 

Capital Risc, and Bonsai Venture Capital participated in a round of investment of a 

million euros in the startup From the Bench. The round goes intended to 

consolidate the growth of the company and position as a leading developer of 

sports video games for all platforms (iPhone, iPad, Android and Amazon). 

 

From The Bench was born in Elda (Alicante) in 2008 from the hand of 4 

entrepreneurs, computer engineers with over 10 years experience in the 

development of cross-platform applications. The company was the winner of the 

2013 EmprendedorXXI award, event driven by “la Caixa” and co-awarded by the 

Ministerio of Industris, Energía y Turismo. Currently the company has 35 

employers, more than 30 million downloads and over 41 licensed games. 

www.fromthebenchgames.com 

 

From the Bench began his career in 2012 after launching Fantasy Manager, a 

game to become a coach, manager or sportive director of a football team. Real 

Madrid was the first club to have its version and followed it teams like FC 

Barcelona, AC Milan, Borussia Dortmund, Chelsea or Inter Milan, to 39 clubs with 

which the company has agreements today.  

 

The game, which is distributed under the brand names of the different clubs, has 

also launched Fantasy Manager MotoGPTM and most recently NBA General 

Manager, a basketball game licensed by the NBA.  

http://www.fromthebenchgames.com/


 

 

 

The company also develops Be a Legend!, a game to become a sports star. The 

user, who assumes the role of the best player on his team, can play for free and 

improve his progress by purchasing virtual products through micropayments.  

 

 

The video games market 

 

The market for sports video games on mobile platforms was of 800 million dollars 

in 2012 and is expected to raise 1,200 million dollar in 2016.  

 

The so-called social games are the fastest growing segment of gaming market. 

This owes the virality of social networks and the reduced costs of development that 

suppose in comparison to the development of the traditional video games.  

 

In total, freemium games are 80% of the market for mobile applications, that in 

2012 invoiced 10.000 million dollars.   

 

 

 

About Caixa Capital Risc 

 

Caixa Capital Risc is the venture capital arm of “la Caixa”, which invests in the 

early stages of Spanish innovative companies with high growth potential , 

accompanying at various stages of development. 

 

With a volume of 73 million euros, Caixa Capital Risc invests in the capital of 

innovative companies through 4 vehicles: Caixa Capital BioMed , Caixa Innvierte 

Industria, Caixa Capital TIC and Caixa Capital Micro. 

 

 

About Bonsai Venture Capital 

 

Bonsai Venture Capital SCR is a venture capital company with twelve years of 

experience and expertise in the Internet sector. Currently active in the capital 

market leaders such as Idealist, Softonic, Emagister, Akamon, Appszoom, Offerum 

and startups as El Armario de la tele, 11870.com, familiafacil, Gigas Hosting and  

Salir.com. Previously it had in its portfolio companies as relevant as Infojobs 

Spain, Tuenti, TopRural, Wuaki.tv, Niumba and Neuron. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


